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Saints  & Feast days:   

Sunday Masses:  NO PUBLIC MASSES 

                                       INTENTION: 
                                       The parishioners 
Cleaning: Our Lady’s:          
Flowers:                               
Cleaning: St Benedict’s:      
 

Weekday Masses    NO PUBLIC MASSES 
                                   INTENTION: 
Monday                       John & Eileen Carrivick 
Tuesday       .              Phil Coyne 
Wednesday                 Mary Wood 
Thursday      .              Louise & Ian ints  
Friday                           
Saturday                                                                                  

4th Sunday of Easter.  3rd May 2020       

Welcome	newcomers	and	visitors.	At	Our	Lady’s,	after	9.30.am	Mass	there	is	a	cup	of	tea	or	coffee	in	the	Chapel	Room	(door	on	way	to	car-park)	
You	can	also	find	out	more	about	our	parish	on	our	website	–	address	at	top	of	this	page.	

	

Please pray for those who are ill:  Ellen Paris, Monica Goode, Brendan Colohan, Terry Hayward, 
Valerie Evill, Jennie Spetch,  Coral & Johnny Harrow, Betty Walford, Fr Keith Collins, Joyce West, 
Sarah Mackay, Ronnie Bird, Mary Extance, Ethne O’Sullivan, Barbara Frost, Tony Timoney-White, Mary 
Bradbury, Joe Briffa, Bernard McRory, Judith Davidson, Irena Magill, Mary Hawtree, and Sally Hoy. 
 
The Departed. Since last week's newsletter, we have heard of the sad deaths of Mary Wood (Sarah 
Mackay's mother) after suffering a fall and of Phil Coyne. Both of these were people of indomitable faith 
and great witnesses to the love of God in their lives. Please pray for Sarah, her sisters and their families 
in their loss and for Phil's family too. (Phil’s niece, Helen, who visited us after Mass back in February, 
visited him just before he died and said that he was surrounded by letters and cards from all his friends 
in the parish, which she read out to him. She has given me her address in Ireland, should you wish to 
send a card of condolence. I will forward it to you if you request it by email. Tony) 
 
Dear all, 
I'm sure that all of you are keeping in your prayers the family members of our parishioners who are 
working in the health and care services at present. It is, understandably, a time of anxiety for them. Also 
for families where there is financial or other hardship because of this situation in which we find 
ourselves. 
The saints are those of our brothers and sisters who help us by their intercession in heaven and by the 
example of their lives on earth. One of the saints commemorated this past week was St Catherine of 
Siena, a wonderful woman from the 14th century who combined intense mystical experience of the love 
of God in prayer with dynamic action in matters of political and ecclesiastical difficulties and also the 
practicalities of care for the suffering. During a time of famine in 1370 and plague in 1374 she put all her 
efforts into helping the ill and dying, at the same time undergoing profound mystical experience and 
increasing her fasting; she seemed to survive on only bread, water and raw vegetables. She was helped 
during the plague epidemic by one Raymund of Capua, a Dominican priest, who became her confessor 
and collaborator - he later became Master General of the Dominicans. 
During the outbreak of plague, Raymund himself became ill and was thought to be dying. Catherine 
prayed by his bedside for an hour and a half and the next day he was completely better; this led himto 
have unshakeable belief in her miraculous powers and he became totally dedicated to helping her 
achieve her mission of restoring unity to the Church which at the time was riven by disputes about who 
was the legitimate Pope. 
Raymund of Capua is a Blessed, but one thinks that surely he deserves, himself, to be canonised. 
Catherine was pretty blunt sometimes and once complained to him, "I might as well be talking to a wall 
as to you about the things of God". He probably had to put up with more than that at times as well but 
between them they furthered God's loving purposes for his Church and her people in a truly remarkable 



way. May St Catherine and Blessed Raymund pray for the families of our parish, that they may all be 
shielded from danger and sickness; comforted in sorrow and preserved within the embrace of our Holy 
Mother the Church. 
May God bless you all. 
Fr Martin. 
 
Annette tells us that there are films (started today) from Walsingham of Fr Stephen Wang from a setup 
called 'SYCAMORE' which I'd never heard of, but he's very good. Every day at 1030, repeated at 4pm. 
on Catholic Faith. 
 
Steve Carrivick tells us that there is an interesting programme on BBC I player ‘Priest School.’ 
It is a year in the life of seminarians at the Scottish Seminary in Rome. Mark, one of the seminarians 
was also ordained a priest last year. https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000hmvf/priest-school  
Follow the link or just put in the iplayer search priest school. 
 
Beatrice Comty-Charnock, our long-distance parishioner and regular recipient of this newsletter, was 
interviewed yesterday (Wednesday) on her local Catholic radio station where she lives in  Maine, USA. 
She was asked about “Working through anxiety in a healthy way” and gives some excellent strategies in 
this 20 minute interview to help us through the isolation most of us are feeling at the moment. Just click 
on the link https://yourcatholicradiostation.com/node/17973  
 
Father Ralph Candy, Diocesan Vocations Director, writes:  
2020 World Day of Prayer for Vocations The World Day of Prayer for Vocations - also known as 
Vocations Sunday - this year will be celebrated on 3rd May 2020. This day flows from the broader 
culture of vocation, and is when the universal Church asks the Lord to send more labourers to the 
harvest. 

The Holy Father, Pope Francis, writes: 

Dear friends, on this day in particular, but also in the ordinary pastoral life of our communities, I ask the 
Church to continue to promote vocations. May she touch the hearts of the faithful and enable each of 
them to discover with gratitude God’s call in their lives, to find courage to say “yes” to God, to overcome 
all weariness through faith in Christ, and to make of their lives a song of praise for God, for their 
brothers and sisters, and for the whole world. May the Virgin Mary accompany us and intercede for us. 

Through your prayers and encouragement our seminarians, Albert and Andrew, continue to thrive on 
their vocational pathway towards ordination as Diocesan priests. If you have been watching the daily 
Masses streamed on location at our Cathedral, you might be aware that Albert is currently assisting 
Bishop Mark there, and similarly Andrew has been assisting Fr Chris Findlay-Wilson with the on-line 
liturgy at Parkstone, Poole. Because of the pandemic, both men have had to move away from their 
usual community life at seminary, and are studying remotely via on-line resources to continue their 
formation. Their willingness to ‘up-sticks’ is testimony to their fortitude and generosity of spirit under 
what are difficult circumstances for us all. We look forward to Albert’s ordination to the Diaconate in July 
of this year, and to Andrew’s next year. 

This year we have one of our enquirers going forward to our annual selection conference to be held 
later this month. Do please keep Charles in your prayers as he continues to discern his way forward, 
seeking to carry out the Lord’s will by offering his life in service of the Lord and His Church. 

Finally, I invite all those curious about the priesthood or religious life to contact me, Fr Ralph Candy, on 
01803 557518, or send me an email to  vocation@prcdtr.org.uk. In the meantime I’ll leave you with a 
prayer for Vocations Sunday 2020, which we can all make our own: 
Loving Father, 
you call us by name. 
As we journey through life 
help us to be confident in our own unique identity 
and to find opportunities to develop our own gifts and passions.  
We pray that the Holy Spirit 
will pour on us wisdom and guidance 
to help us realise and follow our dreams, 
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discerning your plan for our lives. 

Bless your Church 
by raising up dedicated and generous people 
from our families and friends 
who will serve as Priests, Deacons, 
Sisters and Brothers. 
May we support one another in response to God’s call. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

CAFOD, our Catholic Agency for Overseas Development, launched its coronavirus emergency appeal 
on 30 April. Coronavirus (Covid-19) has now spread worldwide, with confirmed cases in many countries 
where CAFOD works. The effects of coronavirus on developing countries are likely to be devastating. 
Many countries have very weak healthcare systems and will not be able to cope. Families without 
enough to eat and without access to clean water, possibly living with other diseases, will be particularly 
vulnerable to coronavirus. 
 It is not just a public health emergency. Many of the world’s most vulnerable people will lose their jobs 
and be unable to support their families. The poorest and most marginalised communities, working hard 
to transform their lives, will be pushed further into poverty. CAFOD is adapting its programmes to help 
manage the risk of coronavirus in communities and working with local Church aid agencies on the 
frontline of this crisis. They are already working to get food to where it is needed most; to improve 
hygiene, handwashing and sanitation in communities and households; producing radio messages, 
posters and leaflets in local languages on risks and prevention; and training community volunteers to 
carry out awareness campaigns. 
 In order to continue protecting and improving the lives of those in poor communities, your prayers and 
gifts are needed now more than ever. While we are not able to hold collections in our church, you can 
donate at cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 


