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Saints  & Feast days:     Holy Week 

Sunday Masses:  NO PUBLIC MASSES 

                                       INTENTION: 
                                       The parishioners 
Cleaning: Our Lady’s:          
Flowers:                               
Cleaning: St Benedict’s:      
 

Weekday Masses    NO PUBLIC MASSES 
                                   INTENTION: 
Monday                       Francis & Diana Porteous 
Tuesday       .              Euan Simmonds 
Wednesday                 Elizabeth McCorry 
Thursday      .              Herbert & Dorothy Marshall 
Friday            
Saturday        

Palm Sunday.     5th April 2020 

Welcome	newcomers	and	visitors.	At	Our	Lady’s,	after	9.30.am	Mass	there	is	a	cup	of	tea	or	coffee	in	the	Chapel	Room	(door	on	way	to	car-park)	
You	can	also	find	out	more	about	our	parish	on	our	website	–	address	at	top	of	this	page.	

	

 
Please pray for those who are ill:  Ellen Paris, Monica Goode, Brendan Colohan, Terry Hayward, 
Valerie Evill, Jennie Spetch,  Coral & Johnny Harrow, Betty Walford, Fr Keith Collins, Joyce West, 
Sarah Mackay, Ronnie Bird, Mary Extance, Ethne O’Sullivan, Barbara Frost, Tony Timoney-White, Mary 
Bradbury, Joe Briffa, Bernard McRory, Judith Davidson, Irena Magill, Mary Hawtree, Phil Coyne, and 
Sally Hoy. 
 
Please also pray for the 84 Catholic prisoners at Guys Marsh prison. 
 
Parish Sweepstake, March draw: 1. Alison Hassall; 2. Patrick Roche; 3. Richard de Pelet. Thank you 
to all who participate in this fundraiser. Good luck for the coming year. 
 
 
On Easter Day, one usually thanks all the people who have tirelessly worked during the busy days of 
the ceremonies of Holy Week and Easter. This should not be omitted, because I know that all sorts of 
preparations were in hand long before circumstances overtook us. Our deacons, Mike and James, with 
their wives, are an enormous support to me personally and to the parish as a whole. The organists, 
Sarah and Paul, are dedicated to serving the Liturgy, together with the choir, as beautifully as we can. 
Sacristans, altar servers, flower arrangers, the cleaners and polishers of our churches throughout the 
year are all deserving of our thanks. We should not forget those who look after the finances and other 
practicalities of parish administration. 
 
I received lots of lovely Easter Cards which the children at our school had made. I think that many of 
them were done at home and transmitted through the wonders of technology to Mrs Myatt, and so to 
me. The children promise to be back at school soon and to be very loud - so as to cheer me up! Thank 
you all. 
 
 
Homily for Easter Day. 
 
Christ is Risen Alleluia! 
 
For some years now, certain verses from Holy Scripture have impressed upon my mind a thought which 
I have used to carry us through Passiontide and into the season of the Resurrection. This year, the 
words spoken by the blind men as Our Lord was passing near Jericho in response to his question, 
"What do you wish me to do for you?" came in to my mind even before Lent began. They said to him,  



 
	

	

                                                                                                                                                          P.2. 
"Lord, that our eyes be opened." St Matthew's account continues, "And Jesus, having compassion on 
them, touched their eyes. And immediately they saw, and followed him." (Mt20.29ff) The crowd rebuked 
those men when they cried out, "Lord have mercy on us" but Jesus stopped and called them to him. 
For Lent, we needed to recognize and admit our condition of blindness, and to call upon the Lord in 
humility that he should have mercy upon us and heal us. Our eyes then will have been opened to 
acknowledge our own wretchedness and sinfulness- and then, when we had thrown ourselves at the 
feet of Our Lord, we would receive the healing we desired. And the first thing, or rather, the first person 
we see in our healed condition is our Saviour himself, the Lord Jesus. 
 
During the solemn days of Holy Week, on Maundy Thursday we have been enabled to witness the 
depths of the love that Our Lord has for his disciples, whose feet, he, the Lord of the Universe, does not 
hesitate to wash, and to whom he gives his precious Body and Blood as the food and medicine which 
sustains and heals. On Good Friday, we, together with the centurion and those who were watching 
Jesus at the Crucifixion, having seen, "the things that were done", are moved to say with them, "Indeed, 
this was the Son of God. 
 
On Easter Day, with opened eyes, - with Mary Magdalene, and the Apostles Peter and John, we see 
that the tomb is empty. We also hear their testimony and that of the other disciples that they have seen 
him - Alive, Risen, Glorified - and so ourselves come to see that this is indeed so. 
 
"What do you wish me to do for you?"  Lord, that our eyes might be opened." 
 
In what is for many a troubling time, it is sometimes difficult for us to see what is going on- but we are in 
union with Christ, the light which shines in the darkness and which the darkness cannot overcome. He 
is risen and he calls us to rise with him, out of the darkness, and to sing, "This is the Day the Lord has 
made, let us rejoice and be glad." 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


