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SECOND WEEK OF LENT 
Psalter 2 

 
Saturday 27th February Holy Mass – 5pm –  For the People of the Parish  
                                                     
Sunday 28th February Holy Mass – 11am –  Gerhard & Theresia Dirks – RIP 
                                                     
Monday 1st March No  Holy Mass                                 
St. David 
 
Tuesday 2nd March Holy Mass – 9:30am – Robert Porteos - RIP 
   Holy Rosary - 10am 
   Divine Mercy Chaplet - 12noon 
 
Wednesday 3rd March Holy Mass – 9.30am – Fr. Guy de Gaynesford - Intention 
   Holy Rosary – 10am 
   Divine Mercy Chaplet – 12noon/Confessions - 6pm 
  Reception of Sheila Ratcliffe-MacLoughlin’s body into church - 4pm 
 
Thursday 4th March Funeral Mass for Sheila Ratcliffe-MacLoughlin - RIP – 11am 
                                                          
Friday 5th March Holy Mass – 9:30am - The Holy Souls in Purgatory 
  Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament 6am- 6:30pm 
                                               Divine Mercy Chaplet - 12noon 
    Stations of the Cross – 6pm/ Benediction – 6:30pm 
 
Saturday 6th March Holy Mass – 9:30am – The Holy Souls in Purgatory 
  Holy Rosary – 10am  
   Confessions – 10am/ Divine Mercy Chaplet - 12noon                      
 
REST IN PEACE –  Sheila Ratcliffe-MacLoughlin’s Funeral Mass will be offered on Thursday, 4th March at 
11am and her body will be received into the church the evening before at 4pm. May she rest in peace and receive 
the reward of her goodness. Please note that numbers are restricted due to the ongoing regulations surrounding the 
pandemic. Please contact me if you wish to attend. Thank you. 
THE HOLY SEASON OF LENT - The following are opportunities to deepen our love for God during Lent in 
our parish - 1. Weekday Holy Masses (Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays (9:30am). 2. Exposition and 
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament ( Fridays 6am - 6:45pm). 3. Benediction (Fridays 6:30pm).  
4. Confessions (Wednesdays 6pm & Saturdays 10am). 5. Stations of the Cross (Fridays at 6pm -  preceded  by  
the Angelus). 6. The Holy Rosary (Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays - 10am). 7. The Divine Mercy Chaplet 
(Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays - 12noon). 8. Daily opportunities to visit Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament in the church, which is open every day until 12noon. Please check each week’s newsletter as some 
alterations may have to be made.  
FASTING – THE SECOND PILLAR OF LENT – As Christians we follow Jesus in the Way of the Cross – the 
way of Love. Whenever we fast, either from food or any form of self indulgence and whenever we refuse to be led 
by our selfish appetites and inordinate desires, we unite our souls more fully to Jesus. Whenever we fast, we join 
Christ in His suffering for the salvation of the world by offering our sacrifice with His.  When we fast, we also 
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allow ourselves to experience something of the suffering of our brothers and sisters who live daily in poverty and 
deprivation. This helps us to be compassionate and should motivate us to help them. Whenever we fast, we gain 
strength, through self discipline, to overcome our weaknesses and our sins. We gain strength to combat evil and to 
do God’s will. Fasting, for the right reason, draws us closer to God and to Heaven. 
THE IMITATION OF CHRIST BY THOMAS A KEMPIS – CHAPTER 20 -  THE LOVE OF SOLITUDE 
AND SILENCE – PART ONE -  Seek a suitable time for leisure and meditate often on the favours of God. 
Leave curiosities alone. Read such matters as bring sorrow to the heart rather than occupation to the mind. If 
you withdraw yourself from unnecessary talking and idle running about, from listening to gossip and rumours, 
you will find enough time that is suitable for holy meditation. Very many great saints avoided the company of 
men wherever possible and chose to serve God in retirement. "As often as I have been among men," said one 
writer, "I have returned less a man." We often find this to be true when we take part in long conversations. It is 
easier to be silent altogether than not to speak too much. To stay at home is easier than to be sufficiently on 
guard while away. Anyone, then, who aims to live the inner and spiritual life must, with Jesus, go apart from 
the crowd. No man appears in safety before the public eye unless he first relishes obscurity. No man is safe in 
speaking unless he loves to be silent. No man rules safely unless he is willing to be ruled. No man commands 
safely unless he has learned well how to obey. No man rejoices safely unless he has within him the testimony of 
a good conscience. More than this, the security of the saints was always enveloped in the fear of God, nor were 
they less cautious and humble because they were conspicuous for great virtues and graces. The security of the 
wicked, on the contrary, springs from pride and presumption, and will end in their own deception. Never 
promise yourself security in this life, even though you seem to be a good religious, or a devout hermit. It 
happens very often that those whom men esteem highly are more seriously endangered by their own excessive 
confidence. Hence, for many it is better not to be too free from temptations, but often to be tried lest they 
become too secure, too filled with pride, or even too eager to fall back upon external comforts. If only a man 
would never seek passing joys or entangle himself with worldly affairs, what a good conscience he would have. 
What great peace and tranquillity would be his, if he cut himself off from all empty care and thought only of 
things divine, things helpful to his soul, and put all his trust in God.   
MARY’ MEALS - The people of Tigray in Ethiopia urgently need our help. Due to brutal fighting in the region, 
frightened families have been forced to flee their homes and millions are living in fear of starvation. The region’s 
capital, Mekelle, is being overwhelmed by displaced and traumatised people arriving every day. Many are 
unaccompanied children who have lost their parents. Mary’s Meals has been working with a trusted partner in the 
region for many years and together we are reaching out to children and communities affected by this dire situation. 
But we really need your help to continue this life-saving work:  https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/  I will be making 
a special appeal for Mary’s Meals during Lent. 
STOP HOME ABORTIONS -We need as many people as possible to complete the Department of Health’s 
questionnaire in order to help stop dangerous DIY abortions becoming permanent. Here is a prepared briefing 
which gives a step-by-step guide to completing the questionnaire. Please go to: www.spuc.org.uk/Get-Involved/
Campaigns/EnglandDIY-Abortion-Consultation  
PARISH GIVING - Thanks to all of you who are continuing to send in your weekly contributions and to those 
who have decided to make payment by standing order. This is a difficult time for all of us and your generosity is 
much appreciated. 
WEEKLY OFFERING – Thank you for supporting your church. Perhaps those who give via the collection plate 
each week might now consider making a payment via cheque to the Presbytery made out to: “Shaftesbury RC 
Parish PRCDTR;  or you might now like to set up a Standing Order / Direct Debit to our parish? The details are 
– sort code: 54: 41: 30, account number: 05417953 and account name: Shaftesbury RC Parish PRCDTR .  
Our regular income has lessened and the bills are still coming in. Thank you. 
WEEKLY OFFERINGS – Last week’s collections came to £283.39 and last month’s standing orders came to 
£1382. Thank you for your generosity. 
PRAYER INTENTIONS - Please pray for our sick: Merry & Ted Arundell, Kirsty Harris, Patrick Dolan and 
Irena Kate Magil. 
QUOTE FOR THE WEEK -  “When you gossip about a person it means that you have removed the 



person from your heart. But be aware, when you remove a man from your heart, Jesus also goes away 
from your heart with that man.” -  St. Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio)	


